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lover's being in the ministry, and in December, 1791, after
great difficulty and many intrigues, he was appointed War
Minister. Though Spanish by birth, he had more than the
usual French vivacity. Handsome, eloquent, and dashing, he
was a model leader of the gay young men of Paris who had
not emigrated. Without the real ability of Segur, or the wit
of Boufflers, he had yet clear political insight, and, now that
he had got his opportunity, he determined to use it to save
the monarchy in spite of itself.

His idea was to beat the Girondins on their own ground,
and, by assuming an intense enthusiasm for the war, to attract
the popularity which the Girondins hoped for, to the king
himself. If it were believed that the king was the real head
of the party of war, Narbonne thought that neither he nor the
queen would be again accused of intrigues with the emperor,
and that they would thus repair the injury done to their
popularity by the flight to Varennes But he also hoped that
the monarchy would gain power by the war after it had
gained popularity. If the war was successful, King Louis XVI.
and his great minister Narbonne would be the victorious heroes
of France; and then would not both king and minister be
firmly established in authority? and if the war went badly
for France, would not the people give more power to the chief
of the executive in order to remedy disasters ? With such
sentiments, Narbonne accompanied the king to the Assembly
on December 14; and after his Majesty's defence of his brother-
in-law's letter, the minister declared that though the king did
not want war he wished to be ready for war, and amidst loud
applause from the deputies he stated that the king intended
to place one hundred and fifty thousand men in readiness on
the frontier, in three armies under the command of Lafayette,
Eochambeau, and Liickner respectively; and that he himself
was going at once to start on a tour of inspection. The
announcement was received with transports by the Assembly,
and Narbonne started in high spirits for the frontier. His
popularity seemed so firmly established and his patriotism
so pure, that not only was he defended by Condorcet and